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The 12
th
 International Conference on Muon Spin Rotation, Relaxation and Resonance was held in 
Cancun, Mexico from May 16 to 20
th
, 2011.  The conference brought together researchers from 
around the world with interests in the application of μSR to a range of topics in condensed matter 
physics, inorganic and organic chemistry, biology, materials science and fundamental physics.  
The conference was the twelfth in a series which began in Rohrschach, Switzerland (1979) and 
was followed by Vancouver (1980), Shimoda (1983), Uppsala (1986), Oxford (1990), Maui 
(1993), Nikko (1996), Les Diablerets (1999), Williamsburg (2002), Oxford (2005) and Tsukuba 
(2008). 
The conference was attended by 102 researchers (along with a further 33 accompanying persons) 
from 14 countries; 26 of whom registered as students.  It was particularly gratifying that 20 
attendees came from Japan, despite the devastation of the March 11 Great East Japan Earthquake 
and Tsunami only two months before the start of the conference.  Such perseverance is not only a 
testament to the strength of these individuals, but also the importance of the conference to 
maintaining a cohesive international community. All members of the SR community continue to 
be inspired by the speedy recovery taking place in Japan, and the dedication of the people 
involved in the recovery of the J-PARC muon facility (MUSE) from this natural disaster. 
During the conference a total of 139 talks and posters were presented.  These conference 
proceedings contain 64 refereed publications from presentations covering magnetism, 
superconductivity, chemistry, semiconductors, biophysics and techniques.  Continuing the 
established tradition from previous conferences, invited speakers were drawn from outside the 
regular community of muon users.  Engaging invited talks were given by Shin-ichi Orimo 
(Tohoku, Hydrogen storage), Michel Gingras (Waterloo, Persistent spin dynamics), Danny 
Leznoff (Simon Fraser, Molecular magnets), Mark Lumsden (Oak Ridge, Fe-based 
superconductors), Andrew Millis (Columbia, Dynamical mean field theory) and Arturo Menchaca 
Roca (National Autonomous University of Mexico, Muons and Pyramids).  
A highlight of the conference was the presentation of the International Society for Muon 
Spectroscopy (ISMS) Yamazaki Prize to Prof. J.H. Brewer "In recognition of his outstanding and 
pioneering contributions to the development and applications of SR."  
 
The conference organizers and the entire SR community are extremely grateful to the 
conference sponsors: TRIUMF, the Canadian Natural Sciences and Engineering Research 
Council (NSERC), the Canadian Institute for Advanced Research (CIFAR), Simon Fraser 
University, Dehnel – Particle Accelerator Components and Engineering Inc. (D-Pace) and 
Communications & Power Industries (CPI).  We thank the Fiesta Americana Condesa Cancun for 
their hospitality and excellent conference facilities, and are grateful to the members of the local 
organizing and program committees who helped arrange the sessions and ensure a smooth 
running of the meeting.  We are very thankful for the diligent support of our conference facilitator 
(Ms. Jana Thomson), and the assistance of our conference consultant (Ms. Sandi Miller).  We 
would also like to acknowledge the efforts of Dr. Martin Comyn (abstracts) and Lorraine King 
(proceedings preparation).  Finally, we are appreciative of the contributions of the attendees, 
whose spirited discussions and presentations made SR2011 a tremendous success.   
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